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Abstract
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1 Introduction
Quantum calculus is a type of calculus without limits, sometimes called q-calculus. At the
beginning of the twentieth century, Jackson first defined and studied q-calculus in a sys-
tematic manner, which can be tracked back to the time of Euler and Jacobi. Based on the
works of Jackson, q-calculus continued to play a critical role in other areas such as quan-
tum mechanics, fluid mechanics, and combinatorics, which attracted a sea of scholars to
devote themselves to the research of this kind of calculus. In 2002, Kac and Cheung [1]
introduced some knowledge about q-calculus in detail. Afterwards, some scholars have
continued to extend it. In 2013, Tariboon and Ntouyas [2] promoted the concepts of q-
calculus over finite intervals, discussed their properties, and gave applications in impulsive
difference equations. Shortly after, Alp [3] obtained some q-Hermite–Hadamard-type in-
equalities. Regarding the development and promotion of q-calculus, we recommend [4–
17] and the references cited therein to interested readers. In addition, the development of
the q-fractional calculus can be found in [18–22].

On the other hand, the book written by Moore [23] described a method where an uncer-
tain variable is replaced by an interval of real numbers and used interval arithmetic, which
plays a great role in improving the reliability of the calculation results and making error
analysis automatically. In recent years, it has been widely used in solving some uncertain
problems in many fields. Bede and Stefanini [24]proposed the concepts of gH-difference
and gH-derivative, which overcome the major shortcomings of H-derivative. Since then,
the theory of interval analysis has gradually developed in the past ten years. For example,
Lupulescu [25] developed a theory of fractional calculus for interval-valued functions.
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Chalco-Cano et al. [26] dealt with the algebra of gH-differentiable interval-valued func-
tions. More details can be founded in [27–29]. Particularly, in the field of inequalities, in
2017, Costa [30] presented the notions of convexity and gave the Jensen inequality for
interval-valued functions. Based on this, some scholars combined classical inequalities
with interval-valued functions to obtain some integral inequalities; see [31–33].

Motivated by the works mentioned, in this paper, we discuss the quantum calculus for
interval-valued functions (shortly, Iq-calculus). Firstly, we give the concepts of Iq-calculus
and define the Iq-derivative and Iq-integral. We also give some basic properties. Moreover,
we generalize some q-Hermite–Hadamard-type inequalities. Since quantum calculus is a
particular case of time-scale calculus (Bohner and Peterson [34, 35]), the results of this
paper are helpful for future research on integral inequalities for interval-valued functions
on time-scales. At the same time, the results of this paper can be used as a powerful tool
in fuzzy analysis, interval optimization, and interval-valued differential equations.

The paper is organized as follows. We review some basic properties of interval analysis in
Sect. 2. In Sect. 3, we put forward the concepts of Iq-derivative and give some properties.
Similarly, we present the concepts of Iq-integral and some properties in Sect. 4. In Sect. 5,
we give some new Iq-Hermite–Hadamard-type inequalities. Finally, Sect. 6 contains some
conclusions. We give several examples to illustrate the statements.

2 Preliminaries
First, let Kc = {U = [u–, u+]|u–, u+ ∈ R, u– ≤ u+} be the set of all closed intervals. The
length of an interval [u–, u+] ∈ Kc is denoted by �(U) := u+ – u–. Moreover, we say that
U is positive if u– > 0, and we denote by K+

c all positive intervals belonging to Kc.
For any U = [u–, u+], V = [v–, v+] ∈Kc, and α ∈R, the addition and scalar multiplication

are defined by

U + V =
[
u–, u+]

+
[
v–, v+]

=
[
u– + v–, u+ + v+]

and

αU = α
[
u–, u+]

=

⎧
⎪⎨

⎪⎩

[αu–,αu+] if α > 0,
{0} if α = 0,
[αu+,αu–] if α < 0.

Definition 2.1 ([36]) For any U , V ∈ Kc, we define the gH-difference of U and V as the
set W ∈Kc such that

U �g V = W ⇐⇒
{

(a) U = V + W ,
or (b) V = U + (–W ).

(2.1)

Clearly,

U �g V =

{
[u– – v–, u+ – v+] if �(U) ≥ �(V ),
[u+ – v+, u– – v–] if �(U) < �(V ).

(2.2)

In particular, if V = v ∈R is a constant, then

U �g V =
[
u– – v, u+ – v

]
.
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The relationship “⊆” between U and V can be defined as

U ⊆ V if v– ≤ u– and u+ ≤ v+. (2.3)

The Hausdorff–Pompeiu distance H : Kc × Kc → [0,∞) between U and V is defined
by H(U , V ) = max{|u– – v–|, |u+ – v+|}. Subsequently, (Kc,H) is a complete metric space
(see [37]).

Definition 2.2 F : [s, t] →Kc is said to be continuous at x0 ∈ [s, t] if

H
(
F(x), F(x0)

) → 0 as x → x0.

We denote by C([s, t],Kc) and C([s, t],R) the sets of all continuous interval-valued func-
tions and real-valued functions on [s, t], respectively.

For more basic notations from interval analysis, see [24, 36, 38].
In this paper, we use the symbols F and G for interval-valued functions. For any F :

[s, t] → Kc such that F = [f –, f +], we say that F is �-increasing (or �-decreasing) on [s, t]
if �(F) : [s, t] → [0,∞) is increasing (or decreasing) on [s, t]. If �(F) is monotone on [s, t],
then we say that F is �-monotone on [s, t].

3 Iq-Derivative for interval-valued functions
In this section, we present the concepts of Iq-derivative and give some properties. Firstly,
let us recall the definition of q-derivative. Let 0 < q < 1 be any constant.

Definition 3.1 ([2]) Let f ∈ C([s, t],R). The q-derivative of f at x ∈ [s, t] is defined by

sDqf (x) =
f (x) – f (qx + (1 – q)s)

(1 – q)(x – s)
, x �= s, sDqf (s) = lim

x→s+
Dqf (x). (3.1)

If sDqf (x) exists for all x ∈ [s, t], then f is called q-differentiable on [s, t]. Note that if s = 0
in (3.1), then 0Dqf = Dqf , where Dq is the well-known q-Jackson derivative of the function
f defined by

Dqf (x) =
f (x) – f (qx)

(1 – q)x
.

For more details, see [2].
Now we introduce the Iq-derivative and some corresponding properties.

Definition 3.2 Let F ∈ C([s, t],Kc). The Iq-derivative of F at x ∈ [s, t] is defined by

sDqF(x) =
F(x) �g F(qx + (1 – q)s)

(1 – q)(x – s)
, x �= s, sDqF(s) = lim

x→s+
DqF(x), (3.2)

where DqF is called the Iq-Jackson derivative of F defined by

DqF(x) =
F(x) �g F(qx)

(1 – q)x
.
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If sDqF(x) exists for all x ∈ [s, t], then F is called Iq-differentiable on [s, t].

Theorem 3.3 A function F : [s, t] →Kc is Iq-differentiable at x ∈ [s, t] if and only if f – and
f + are q-differentiable at x ∈ [s, t], and

sDqF(x) =
[
min

{
sDqf –(x),s Dqf +(x)

}
, max

{
sDqf –(x), sDqf +(x)

}]
. (3.3)

Proof Suppose F is Iq-differentiable at x. Then there exist g–(x), g+(x) such that sDqF(x) =
[g–(x), g+(x)]. According to Definition 3.2,

g–(x) = min

{
f –(x) – f –(qx + (1 – q)s)

(1 – q)(x – s)
,

f +(x) – f +(qx + (1 – q)s)
(1 – q)(x – s)

}

and

g+(x) = max

{
f –(x) – f –(qx + (1 – q)s)

(1 – q)(x – s)
,

f +(x) – f +(qx + (1 – q)s)
(1 – q)(x – s)

}

exist. Then sDqf –(x) and sDqf +(x) exist, and (3.3) is feasible.
Conversely, suppose f – and f + are q-differentiable at x.
If sDqf –(x) ≤ sDqf +(x), then

[
sDqf –(x), sDqf +(x)

]

=
[

f –(x) – f –(qx + (1 – q)s)
(1 – q)(x – s)

,
f +(x) – f +(qx + (1 – q)s)

(1 – q)(x – s)

]

=
f (x) �g f (qx + (1 – q)s)

(1 – q)(x – s)

= sDqF(x).

So F is Iq-differentiable at x. Similarly, if sDqf –(x) ≥ sDqf +(x), then sDqF(x) = [sDqf +(x),

sDqf –(x)]. �

We illustrate this result by the following example.

Example 3.4 Consider F : [s, t] → Kc given by F(x) = [–|x|, |x|]. It follows that F(x) is Iq-
differentiable. By Definition 3.2, for s < 0, we have

sDqF(0) =
[0, 0] �g [(1 – q)s, –(1 – q)s]

(1 – q)(–s)

=
[

min

{
0 – (1 – q)s
(1 – q)(–s)

,
0 + (1 – q)s
(1 – q)(–s)

}
, max

{
0 – (1 – q)s
(1 – q)(–s)

,
0 + (1 – q)s
(1 – q)(–s)

}]
,

= [–1, 1],
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and if s = 0, then

0DqF(0) = lim
x→0+

[–|x|, |x|] �g [–q|x|, q|x|]
(1 – q)x

=
[

min

{
lim

x→0+

–|x| + q|x|
(1 – q)x

, lim
x→0+

|x| – q|x|
(1 – q)x

}
,

max

{
lim

x→0+

–|x| + q|x|
(1 – q)x

, lim
x→0+

|x| – q|x|
(1 – q)x

}]

= [–1, 1].

Meanwhile, we know that f –(x) = –|x| and f +(x) = |x| are q-differentiable at 0. Similarly, if
s < 0, then we have

sDqf –(0) =
0 – (1 – q)s
(1 – q)(–s)

= 1,

sDqf +(0) =
0 + (1 – q)s
(1 – q)(–s)

= –1;

and if s = 0, then

0Dqf –(0) = lim
x→0+

–|x| + q|x|
(1 – q)x

= –1,

0Dqf +(0) = lim
x→0+

|x| – q|x|
(1 – q)x

= 1.

This shows that sDqF(0) = [sDqf +(0), sDqf –(0)] if s < 0 and 0DqF(0) = [0Dqf –(0), 0Dqf +(0)]
if s = 0.

To illustrate the nature of the derivatives more clearly, we give the following results.

Theorem 3.5 Let F : [s, t] →Kc. If F is Iq-differentiable on [s, t], then we have:
(i) sDqF(x) = [sDqf –(x), sDqf +(x)] for all x ∈ [s, t] if F is �-increasing;

(ii) sDqF(x) = [sDqf +(x), sDqf –(x)] for all x ∈ [s, t] if F is �-decreasing.

Proof First, suppose F is �-increasing and Iq-differentiable on [s, t]. For any x ∈ [s, t], we
have x > qx + (1 – q)s. Since �(F) = f + – f – is increasing, we have

[
f +(x) – f –(x)

]
–

[
f +(

qx + (1 – q)s
)

– f –(
qx + (1 – q)s

)]
> 0,

f +(x) – f +(
qx + (1 – q)s

)
> f –(x) – f –(

qx + (1 – q)s
)
.

Therefore

sDqF(x) =
[f –(x), f +(x)] �g [f –(qx + (1 – q)s), f +(qx + (1 – q)s)]

(1 – q)(x – s)

=
[

f –(x) – f –(qx + (1 – q)s)
(1 – q)(x – s)

,
f +(x) – f +(qx + (1 – q)s)

(1 – q)(x – s)

]

=
[

sDqf –(x), sDqf +(x)
]
.

The other condition can be similarly proved. �
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Remark 3.6 Let c ∈ (s, t) be a given point. If F is �-increasing on [s, c) and �-decreasing on
(c, t], then sDqF = [sDqf –, sDqf +] on [s, c) and sDqF = [sDqf +, sDqf –] on (c, t].

Example 3.7 Let F : [0, 1] →Kc be given by F(x) = [–x2 – 1, x2 – 2x]. Since �(F) = 2x2 – 2x +
1, it follows that F is �-decreasing on [0, 1

2 ) and �-increasing on ( 1
2 , 1]. Since f –(x) = –x2 – 1

and f +(x) = x2 – 2x are q-differentiable on [0, 1], we have

0Dqf –(x) =
–x2 – 1 + (qx)2 + 1

(1 – q)x
= –(1 + q)x,

0Dqf +(x) =
x2 – 2x – (qx)2 + 2(qx)

(1 – q)x
= (1 + q)x – 2,

1
2

Dqf –(x) =
–x2 – 1 – [–(qx + 1

2 (1 – q)2) – 1]
(1 – q)(x – 1

2 )

= –(1 + q)x –
1
2

(1 – q),

1
2

Dqf +(x) =
x2 – 2x – (qx + 1

2 (1 – q))2 + 2(qx + 1
2 (1 – q))

(1 – q)(x – 1
2 )

= (1 + q)x – 2 +
1
2

(1 – q),

and

lim
x→ 1

2

Dqf –(x) = –1; lim
x→ 1

2

Dqf +(x) = –1.

Therefore

sDqF(x) =

⎧
⎪⎨

⎪⎩

[–(1 + q)x, (1 + q)x – 2] if x ∈ [0, 1
2 ),

{–1} if x = 1
2 ,

[(1 + q)x – 2 + 1
2 (1 – q), –(1 + q)x – 1

2 (1 – q)] if x ∈ ( 1
2 , 1].

Theorem 3.8 Let F : [s, t] →Kc be Iq-differentiable on [s, t]. Then for all C = [c–, c+] ∈Kc

and α ∈R, the functions F + C and αF are Iq-differentiable on [s, t], and sDq(F + C) = sDqF
and sDq(αF) = αsDqF .

Proof For any x ∈ [s, t],

(i) sDq
(
F(x) + C

)
=

(F(x) + C) �g (F(qx + (1 – q)s) + C)
(1 – q)(x – s)

=
F(x) �g F(qx + (1 – q)s)

(1 – q)(x – s)

= sDqF(x),

(ii) sDq
(
αF(x)

)
=

αF(x) �g αF(qx + (1 – q)s)
(1 – q)(x – s)

= α
F(x) �g F(qx + (1 – q)s)

(1 – q)(x – s)

= αsDqF(x). �
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Theorem 3.9 Let F : [s, t] →Kc be Iq-differentiable on [s, t]. For C = [c–, c+] ∈Kc, if �(F) –
�(C) has a constant sign on [s, t], then the function F �g C is Iq-differentiable on [s, t], and
sDq(F �g C) = sDqF .

Proof For any x ∈ [s, t],

sDq
(
F(x) �g C

)
=

(F(x) �g C) �g (F(qx + (1 – q)s) �g C)
(1 – q)(x – s)

=
F(x) �g F(qx + (1 – q)s)

(1 – q)(x – s)

= sDqF(x). �

Theorem 3.10 Let F , G : [s, t] → Kc. If F , G are Iq-differentiable on [s, t], then the sum
F + G : [s, t] →Kc is Iq-differentiable on [s, t], and one of the following cases holds:

(a) If F , G are equally �-monotonic on [s, t], then for all x ∈ [s, t],

sDq
(
F(x) + G(x)

)
= sDqF(x) + sDqG(x). (3.4)

(b) If F and G are differently �-monotonic on [s, t], then for all x ∈ [s, t],

sDq(F + G)(x) = sDqF(x) �g (–1)sDqG(x). (3.5)

Moreover, in all cases, we have

sDq
(
F(x) + G(x)

) ⊆ sDqF(x) + sDqG(x). (3.6)

Proof (a) Suppose F , G are Iq-differentiable and �-increasing on [s, t]. Then f –, f +, g–, and
g+ are q-differentiable, and

sDqf – ≤ sDqf +, sDqg– ≤ sDqg+.

Then f – + g– and f + + g+ are q-differentiable functions on [s, t], and thus F + G is Iq-
differentiable on [s, t], and

sDq(F + G) =
[
min

{
sDqf – + sDqg–, sDqf + + sDqg+}

,

max
{

sDqf – + sDqg–, sDqf + + sDqg+}]

=
[

sDqf – + sDqg–, sDqf + + sDqg+]

= sDqF +s DqG. (3.7)

Similarly, we can prove that both F and G are �-decreasing.
(b) Suppose F is �-increasing and G is �-decreasing. Then

sDqf – ≤ sDqf +, sDqg– ≥ sDqg+.
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On the one hand,

sDq(F + G) =
[
min

{
sDqf – + sDqg–, sDqf + + sDqg+}

,

max
{

sDqf – + sDqg–, sDqf + + sDqg+}]
.

(3.8)

On the other hand,

sDqF �g (–1)sDqG =
[

sDqf –, sDqf +] �g (–1)
[

sDqg+, sDqg–]

=
[

sDqf –, sDqf +] �g
[
–sDqg–, –sDqg+]

=
[
min

{
sDqf – + sDqg–, sDqf + + sDqg+}

,

max
{

sDqf – + sDqg–, sDqf + + sDqg+}]
. (3.9)

Comparing (3.8) with (3.9), we get (3.5). Further,

sDqF + sDqG =
[

sDqf – + sDqg+, sDqf + + sDqg–]
.

So if F + G is �-increasing or �-decreasing, we get

sDq
(
F(x) + G(x)

) ⊆ sDqF(x) + sDqG(x). (3.10)

The opposite case can be similarly proved. �

Theorem 3.11 Let F , G : [s, t] → Kc. If F , G are Iq-differentiable and �(F) – �(G) has a
constant sign on [s, t], then the function F �g G : [s, t] → Kc is Iq-differentiable on [s, t],
and one of the following cases holds:

(a) If F , G are equally �-monotonic on [s, t], then for all x ∈ [s, t],

sDq
(
F(x) �g G(x)

)
= sDqF(x) �g sDqG(x). (3.11)

(b) If F and G are differently �-monotonic on [s, t], then for all x ∈ [s, t],

sDq(F �g G)(x) = sDqF(x) + (–1)sDqG(x). (3.12)

Proof We now assume that �(F) ≥ �(G) on [s, t] and F �g G = [f – – g–, f + – g+].
(a) Suppose F , G are �-increasing on [s, t]. Since F , G are Iq-differentiable, we have that

f –, f +, g–, and g+ are q-differentiable and

sDqf – ≤ sDqf +, sDqg– ≤ sDqg+.

Then f – –g– and f + –g+ are q-differentiable functions on [s, t]. So F �g G is Iq-differentiable
on [s, t], and

sDq(F �g G) =
[
min

{
sDqf – – sDqg–, sDqf + – sDqg+}

,

max
{

sDqf – – sDqg–, sDqf + – sDqg+}]

=
[

sDqf –, sDqf +] �g
[

sDqg–, sDqg+]

= sDqF �g sDqG. (3.13)
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The case where F and G are both �-decreasing can be similarly proved.
(b) Suppose F is �-increasing and G is �-decreasing. From (a) we have that

sDqf – ≤ sDqf +, sDqg– ≥ sDqg+.

Since �(F) ≥ �(G), on one hand,

sDq(F �g G) =
[
min

{
sDqf – – sDqg–, sDqf + – sDqg+}

,

max
{

sDqf – – sDqg–, sDqf + – sDqg+}]

=
[

sDqf – – sDqg–, sDqf + – sDqg+]
. (3.14)

On the other hand,

sDqF + (–1)sDqG =
[

sDqf –, sDqf +]
+ (–1)

[
sDqg+, sDqg–]

=
[

sDqf –, sDqf +]
+

[
–sDqg–, –sDqg+]

=
[

sDqf – – sDqg–, sDqf + – sDqg+]
. (3.15)

Comparing (3.14) with (3.15), we get (3.12). The opposite case can be similarly proved. �

Example 3.12 Let F , G : [0, 2] → Kc be given by F(x) = [0, –x2 + 2x] and G(x) = [0, 2x2 –
4x+3]. Since �(F(x)) = –x2 +2x and �(G(x)) = 2x2 –4x+3, �(F(x)) ≤ �(G(x)) for all x ∈ [0, 2].
We have that F(x) is �-increasing on [0, 1] and �-decreasing on [1, 2]; G(x) is �-decreasing
on [0, 1] and �-increasing on [1, 2].

Further, we have that F(x) + G(x) = [0, x2 – 2x + 3] and F(x) �g G(x) = [–3x2 + 6x – 3, 0].
Since �(F(x) + G(x)) = x2 – 2x + 3 and �(F(x)�g G(x)) = 3x2 – 6x + 3, F(x) + G(x) and F(x)�g

G(x) are �-decreasing on [0, 1] and �-increasing on [1, 2]. For all x ∈ [0, 1], we get

0DqF(x) =
[

0Dqf –(x), 0Dqf +(x)
]

=
[
0, –(1 + q)x + 2

]
,

0DqG(x) =
[

0Dqg+(x), 0Dqg–(x)
]

=
[
2(1 + q)x – 4, 0

]
,

0Dq
(
F(x) + G(x)

)
=

[
0Dq

(
f +(x) + g+(x)

)
, 0Dq

(
f –(x) + g–(x)

)]

=
[
(1 + q)x – 2, 0

]
,

0Dq
(
F(x) �g G(x)

)
=

[
0Dq

(
f –(x) – g–(x)

)
, 0Dq

(
f +(x) – g+(x)

)]

=
[
0, –3(1 + q)x + 6

]
.

Then from (3.9) and (3.15) we have

0DqF(x) �g (–1)0DqG(x) =
[
0, –(1 + q)x + 2

] �g (–1)
[
2(1 + q)x – 4, 0

]

=
[
0, –(1 + q)x + 2

] �g
[
0, –2(1 + q)x + 4

]

=
[
min

{
0, (1 + q)x – 2

}
, max

{
0, (1 + q)x – 2

}]

=
[
(1 + q)x – 2, 0

]
,
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0DqF(x) + (–1)0DqG(x) =
[
0, –(1 + q)x + 2

]
+ (–1)

[
2(1 + q)x – 4, 0

]

=
[
0, –(1 + q)x + 2

]
+

[
0, –2(1 + q)x + 4

]

=
[
0, –3(1 + q)x + 6

]
.

Further, for all x ∈ [1, 2], we similarly obtain

1DqF(x) =
[

1Dqf +(x), 1Dqf –(x)
]

=
[
–(1 + q)x – (1 – q) + 2, 0

]
,

1DqG(x) =
[

1Dqg–(x), 1Dqg+(x)
]

=
[
0, 2(1 + q)x + 2(1 – q) – 4

]
,

1Dq
(
F(x) + G(x)

)
=

[
1Dq

(
f –(x) + g–(x)

)
, 1Dq

(
f +(x) + g+(x)

)]

=
[
0, (1 + q)x + (1 – q) – 2

]
,

1Dq
(
F(x) �g G(x)

)
=

[
1Dq

(
f +(x) – g+(x)

)
, 1Dq

(
f –(x) – g–(x)

)]

=
[
–3(1 + q)x – 3(1 – q) + 6, 0

]
,

and

0DqF(x) �g (–1)0DqG(x)

=
[
–(1 + q)x – (1 – q) + 2, 0

] �g (–1)
[
0, 2(1 + q)x + 2(1 – q) – 4

]

=
[
–(1 + q)x – (1 – q) + 2, 0

] �g
[
–2(1 + q)x – 2(1 – q) + 4, 0

]

=
[
min

{
(1 + q)x + (1 – q) – 2, 0

}
, max

{
(1 + q)x + (1 – q) – 2, 0

}]

=
[
0, (1 + q)x + (1 – q) – 2

]
,

0DqF(x) + (–1)0DqG(x)

=
[
–(1 + q)x – (1 – q) + 2, 0

]
+ (–1)

[
0, 2(1 + q)x + 2(1 – q) – 4

]

=
[
–(1 + q)x – (1 – q) + 2, 0

]
+

[
–2(1 + q)x – 2(1 – q) + 4, 0

]

=
[
–3(1 + q)x – 3(1 – q) + 6, 0

]
.

Obviously, we see that sDq(F + G)(x) = sDqF(x) �g (–1)sDqG(x) and sDq(F �g G)(x) =

sDqF(x) + (–1)sDqG(x).

4 Iq-Integral for interval-valued functions
In this section, we present the concepts of Iq-integral and give some properties. Firstly, let
us recall the definition of q-integral.

Definition 4.1 ([2]) Let f ∈ C([s, t],R). Then the q-integral is defined by

∫ ξ

s
f (x) sdqx = (1 – q)(ξ – s)

∞∑

n=0

qnf
(
qnξ +

(
1 – qn)s

)
(4.1)
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for all ξ ∈ [s, t]. Additionally, if c ∈ (s, ξ ), then the definite q-integral on [s, t] is defined by

∫ ξ

c
f (x) sdqx =

∫ ξ

s
f (x) sdqx –

∫ c

s
f (x) sdqx

= (1 – q)(ξ – s)
∞∑

n=0

qnf
(
qnξ +

(
1 – qn)s

)

– (1 – q)(c – s)
∞∑

n=0

qnf
(
qnc +

(
1 – qn)s

)
. (4.2)

Note that if s = 0, then (4.1) reduces to the classical q-Jackson integral of a function f
defined by

∫ ξ

0 f (x) 0dqx = (1 – q)ξ
∑∞

n=0 qnf (qnξ ) for x ∈ [0,∞). For more details, see [2].
Next, we give the concept of the Iq-integral and discuss some basic properties.

Definition 4.2 Let F ∈ C([s, t],Kc). Then the Iq-integral is defined by

∫ ξ

s
F(x) sdI

qx = (1 – q)(ξ – s)
∞∑

n=0

qnF
(
qnξ +

(
1 – qn)s

)
(4.3)

for all ξ ∈ [s, t].

Theorem 4.3 Let F ∈ C([s, t],Kc). If c ∈ (s, ξ ), then we have that

∫ c

s
F(x) sdI

qx +
∫ ξ

c
F(x) sdI

qx =
∫ ξ

s
F(x) sdI

qx. (4.4)

Proof

∫ c

s
F(x) sdI

qx +
∫ ξ

c
F(x) sdI

qx

= (1 – q)(c – s)
∞∑

n=0

qnF
(
qnc +

(
1 – qn)s

)

+ (1 – q)(ξ – c)
∞∑

n=0

qnF
(
qnξ +

(
1 – qn)c

)

=

[

(1 – q)(c – s)
∞∑

n=0

qnf –(
qnc +

(
1 – qn)s

)
,

(1 – q)(c – s)
∞∑

n=0

qnf +(
qnc +

(
1 – qn)s

)
]

+

[

(1 – q)(ξ – c)
∞∑

n=0

qnf –(
qnξ +

(
1 – qn)c

)
,

(1 – q)(ξ – c)
∞∑

n=0

qnf +(
qnξ +

(
1 – qn)c

)
]

=

[

(1 – q)(ξ – s)
∞∑

n=0

qnf –(
qnξ +

(
1 – qn)s

)
,
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(1 – q)(ξ – s)
∞∑

n=0

qnf +(
qnξ +

(
1 – qn)s

)
]

= (1 – q)(ξ – s)
∞∑

n=0

qnF
(
qnξ +

(
1 – qn)s

)
=

∫ ξ

s
F(x) sdI

qx. �

Theorem 4.4 Let F : [s, t] →Kc. If F ∈ C([s, t],Kc), then F is Iq-integrable if and only if f –

and f + are q-integrable over [s, t]. Moreover,

∫ ξ

s
F(x) sdI

qx =
[∫ ξ

s
f –(x) sdqx,

∫ ξ

s
f +(x) sdqx

]
. (4.5)

Proof The proof can be obtained by combining Definitions 4.1 and 4.2 and hence is omit-
ted. �

Example 4.5 Let F : [0, 1] →Kc be given by F(x) = [x2, x]. For 0 < q < 1, we have

∫ 1

0
F(x) 0dI

qx =
[∫ 1

0
x2

0dqx,
∫ 1

0
x 0dqx

]

=

[

(1 – q)
∞∑

n=0

q3n, (1 – q)
∞∑

n=0

q2n

]

=
[

1
1 + q + q2 ,

1
1 + q

]
.

Theorem 4.6 Let F , G : [s, t] → Kc, and let α ∈ R. If F , G ∈ C([s, t],Kc), then for x ∈ [s, t],
we have:

(i)
∫ ξ

s [F(x) + G(x)] sdqx =
∫ ξ

s F(x) sdqx +
∫ ξ

s G(x) sdqx;
(ii)

∫ ξ

s αF(x) sdqx = α
∫ ξ

s F(x) sdqx.

Proof From Definition 4.2 we have:

(i)
∫ ξ

s

[
F(x) + G(x)

]
sdI

qx

= (1 – q)(ξ – s)
∞∑

n=0

qn[F
(
qnξ +

(
1 – qn)s

)
+ G

(
qnξ +

(
1 – qn)s

)]

= (1 – q)(ξ – s)
∞∑

n=0

qnF
(
qnξ +

(
1 – qn)s

)

+ (1 – q)(ξ – s)
∞∑

n=0

qnG
(
qnξ +

(
1 – qn)s

)

=
∫ ξ

s
F(x) sdqx +

∫ ξ

s
G(x) sdqx;

(ii)
∫ ξ

s
αF(x) sdI

qx = (1 – q)(ξ – s)
∞∑

n=0

qnαF
(
qnξ +

(
1 – qn)s

)

= α

∫ ξ

s
F(x) sdqx. �
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Theorem 4.7 If F , G ∈ C([s, t],Kc), then

∫ ξ

s
F(x) sdI

qx �g

∫ ξ

s
G(x) sdI

qx ⊆
∫ ξ

s
F(x) �g G(x) sdI

qx.

Moreover, if �(F) – �(G) has a constant sign on [s, t], then

∫ ξ

s
F(x) sdI

qx �g

∫ ξ

s
G(x) sdI

qx =
∫ ξ

s
F(x) �g G(x) sdI

qx.

Proof First, we have

∫ ξ

s
min

{
f – – g–, f + – g+}

sdqx

≤ min

{∫ ξ

s

(
f – – g–)

sdqx,
∫ ξ

s

(
f + – g+)

sdqx
}

≤ max

{∫ ξ

s

(
f – – g–)

sdqx,
∫ ξ

s

(
f + – g+)

sdqx
}

≤
∫ ξ

s
max

{
f – – g–, f + – g+}

sdqx.

This implies that

∫ ξ

s
F sdI

qx �g

∫ ξ

s
G sdI

qx

=
[

min

{∫ ξ

s

(
f – – g–)

sdqx,
∫ ξ

s

(
f + – g+)

sdqx
}

,

max

{∫ ξ

s

(
f – – g–)

sdqx,
∫ ξ

s

(
f + – g+)

sdqx
}]

⊆
[∫ ξ

s
min

{
f – – g–, f + – g+}

sdqx,
∫ ξ

s
max

{
f – – g–, f + – g+}

sdqx
]

=
∫ ξ

s
F �g G sdI

qx.

Moreover, F �g G = [f – – g–, f + – g+] if �(F) ≥ �(G), or F �g G = [f + – g+, f – – g–] if �(F) ≤
�(G). We now assume that �(F) ≥ �(G) on [s, t] and F �g G = [f – – g–, f + – g+]. So we have
∫ ξ

s (f – – g–) sdqx ≤ ∫ ξ

s (f + – g+) sdqx. This implies that

∫ ξ

s
F �g G sdI

qx =
[∫ ξ

s
min

{
f – – g–, f + – g+}

sdqx,

∫ ξ

s
max

{
f – – g–, f + – g+}

sdqx
]

=
[∫ ξ

s
f –

sdqx,
∫ ξ

s
f +

sdqx
]

�g

[∫ ξ

s
g–

sdqx,
∫ ξ

s
g+

sdqx
]

=
∫ ξ

s
F sdI

qx �g

∫ ξ

s
G sdI

qx. �
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Theorem 4.8 Let F : [s, t] →Kc. If F is Iq-differentiable on [s, t], then sDqF is Iq-integrable.
Moreover, if F is �-monotone on [s, t], then

F(x) �g F(c) =
∫ x

c
sDqF(ξ ) sdI

qξ for all c ∈ [s, x]. (4.6)

Proof If F is Iq-differentiable on [s, t], then from Theorem 3.3 it follows that f – and f + are
q-differentiable. Hence sDqf – and sDqf + exist on [s, t]. Meanwhile, sDqf – and sDqf + are
q-integrable. Therefore Theorem 4.4 imply that sDqF is Iq-integrable. If F is �-increasing
on [s, t], then sDqF(x) = [sDqf –(x), sDqf +(x)] for all x ∈ [s, t]. Then we have that

f –(x) – f –(c) =
∫ x

c
sDqf –(ξ ) sdqξ ,

f +(x) – f +(c) =
∫ x

c
sDqf +(ξ ) sdqξ .

It follows that

F(x) = F(c) +
∫ x

c
sDqF(ξ ) sdI

qξ .

Since F is �-increasing on [s, t], by (2.1) we have

F(x) �g F(c) =
∫ x

c
sDqF(ξ ) sdI

qξ .

If F is �-decreasing on [s, t], then sDqF(x) = [sDqf +(x), sDqf –(x)] for all c ∈ [s, x]. Then we
get that

∫ x

c
sDqF(ξ ) sdI

qξ =
[∫ x

c
sDqf +(ξ ) sdqξ ,

∫ x

c
sDqf –(ξ ) sdqξ

]

=
[
f +(x) – f +(c), f –(x) – f –(c)

]

=
[
f –(x), f +(x)

] �g
[
f –(c), f +(c)

]

= F(x) �g F(c). �

Remark 4.9 We remark that if F is �-increasing on [s, t], then (4.6) is equivalent with

F(x) = F(c) +
∫ x

c
sDqF(ξ ) sdI

qξ ,

and if F is �-decreasing on [s, t], then (4.6) is equivalent with

F(x) = F(c) �g (–1)
∫ x

c
sDqF(ξ ) sdI

qξ

for all x ∈ [s, t]. Also, we remark that relation (4.6) can be false if F is not �-monotone on
[s, t]. Indeed, let F : [0, 2] →Kc be given by F(x) = [0, –x2 + 2x]. For c ∈ (0, 1) and x ∈ (1, 2),
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we have that (see Example 3.12)

∫ x

c
0DqF(ξ ) sdI

qξ =
∫ 1

c
0DqF(ξ ) sdI

qξ +
∫ x

1
1DqF(ξ ) sdI

qξ

=
[
0, c2 – 2c + 1

]
+

[
–x2 + 2x – 1, 0

]

=
[
–x2 + 2x – 1, c2 – 2c + 1

]
.

Then we get that

F(x) �g F(c) =
[
min

{
0, (c – x)(c + x – 2)

}
, max

{
0, (c – x)(c + x – 2)

}]

�=
∫ x

c
0DqF(ξ ) sdI

qξ .

Therefore (4.6) is not true for all x ∈ [0, 2].

Example 4.10 Let F : [0, 2] → Kc be given by F(x) = [0, x2]. Since F(x) is Iq-differentiable
and �-increasing on [0, 2], sDqF(x) is Iq-integrable, and sDqF(x) = [0, (1 + q)x]. Let c = 1 ∈
[0, x]. Then

F(x) �g F(1) =
[
0, x2 – 1

]
,

and
∫ x

1
0DqF(ξ ) 0dI

qξ =
[

0,
∫ x

1
(1 + q)ξ 0dqξ

]

=
[

0,
∫ x

0
(1 + q)ξ 0dqξ –

∫ 1

0
(1 + q)ξ 0dqξ

]

=
[
0, x2 – 1

]
.

5 Iq-Hermite–Hadamard inequalities for interval-valued functions
Now we review the definition and properties of convex interval-valued functions.

Definition 5.1 ([31]) Let F : [s, t] → Kc. We say that F is convex if for all x, y ∈ [s, t] and
ξ ∈ [0, 1], we have

F
(
ξx + (1 – ξ )y

) ⊇ ξF(x) + (1 – ξ )F(y). (5.1)

We denote by SX([s, t],Kc) the set of all convex interval-valued functions.

Theorem 5.2 ([31]) Let F : [s, t] →K+
c . Then F is convex if and only if f – is convex and f +

is concave on [s, t].

Theorem 5.3 Let F : [s, t] → K+
c . If F ∈ SX([s, t],Kc) and F is Iq-differentiable on [s, t],

then

F
(

qs + t
1 + q

)
⊇ 1

t – s

∫ t

s
F(x) sdI

qx ⊇ qF(s) + F(t)
1 + q

. (5.2)



Lou et al. Advances in Difference Equations        (2020) 2020:446 Page 16 of 22

Proof According to the Iq-differentiability of F on [s, t], there are two tangents at the point
qs+t
1+q ∈ (s, t), and their equations are

h–
1 (x) = f –

(
qs + t
1 + q

)
+ sDqf –

(
qs + t
1 + q

)(
x –

qs + t
1 + q

)

and

h+
1 (x) = f +

(
qs + t
1 + q

)
+ sDqf +

(
qs + t
1 + q

)(
x –

qs + t
1 + q

)
.

Since F ∈ SX([s, t],Kc), we have

H1(x) ⊇ F(x)

for all x ∈ [s, t]. By Iq-integrating this inequality with respect to x on [s, t] we obtain

∫ t

s
H1(x) sdI

qx

=
∫ t

s

[
F
(

qs + t
1 + q

)
+ sDqF

(
qs + t
1 + q

)(
x –

qs + t
1 + q

)]

sdI
qx

= (t – s)F
(

qs + t
1 + q

)
+ sDqF

(
qs + t
1 + q

)(∫ t

s
x sdqx – (t – s)

qs + t
1 + q

)

= (t – s)F
(

qs + t
1 + q

)
+ sDqF

(
qs + t
1 + q

)

×
(

(1 – q)(t – s)
∞∑

n=0

qn((1 – qn)s + qnt
)

– (t – s)
qs + t
1 + q

)

= (t – s)F
(

qs + t
1 + q

)
+ sDqF

(
qs + t
1 + q

)

×
(

(1 – q)(t – s)
[(

1
1 – q

–
1

1 – q2

)
s +

1
1 – q2 t

]
– (t – s)

qs + t
1 + q

)

= (t – s)F
(

qs + t
1 + q

)
+ sDqF

(
qs + t
1 + q

)(
(t – s)

qs + t
1 + q

– (t – s)
qs + t
1 + q

)

= (t – s)F
(

qs + t
1 + q

)
⊇

∫ t

s
F(x) sdI

qx. (5.3)

Further, the straight line through the points (s, f –(s)) and (t, f –(t)) can be expressed by
the linear equation

y–(x) = f –(s) +
f –(t) – f –(s)

t – s
(x – s),

and through the points (s, f +(s)) and (t, f +(t)) by the linear equation

y+(x) = f +(s) +
f +(t) – f +(s)

t – s
(x – s).
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Since F ∈ SX([s, t],Kc), we have

Y (x) ⊆ F(x)

for all x ∈ [s, t]. By Iq-integrating this inequality with respect to x on [s, t] we get

∫ t

s
Y (x) sdI

qx

=
∫ t

s

(
F(s) +

F(t) – F(s)
t – s

(x – s)
)

sdI
qx

= (t – s)F(s) +
F(t) – F(s)

t – s

∫ t

s
(x – s) sdqx

= (t – s)F(s) +
F(t) – F(s)

t – s

(∫ t

s
x sdqx – s(t – s)

)

= (t – s)F(s) +
F(t) – F(s)

t – s

(

(1 – q)(t – s)
∞∑

n=0

qn((1 – qn)s + qnt
)

– s(t – s)

)

= (t – s)F(s) +
F(t) – F(s)

t – s

(
(1 – q)(t – s)

×
[(

1
1 – q

–
1

1 – q2

)
s +

1
1 – q2 t

]
– s(t – s)

)

= (t – s)F(s) +
(
F(t) – F(s)

)(qs + t
1 + q

– s
)

= (t – s)F(s) + (t – s)
F(t) – F(s)

1 + q

= (t – s)
qF(s) + F(t)

1 + q
⊆

∫ t

s
F(x) sdI

qx. (5.4)

Combining (5.3) and (5.4), we come to the following conclusion. �

Theorem 5.4 Let F : [s, t] → K+
c . If F ∈ SX([s, t],Kc) and F is Iq-differentiable on [s, t],

then

F
(

s + qt
1 + q

)
+

(1 – q)(t – s)
1 + q sDqF

(
s + qt
1 + q

)
⊇ 1

t – s

∫ t

s
F(x) sdqx

⊇ qF(s) + F(t)
1 + q

. (5.5)

Proof According to the Iq-differentiability of F on [s, t], there are two tangents at the point
s+qt
1+q ∈ (s, t), and their equations are

h–
2 (x) = f –

(
s + qt
1 + q

)
+ sDqf –

(
s + qt
1 + q

)(
x –

s + qt
1 + q

)

and

h+
2 (x) = f +

(
s + qt
1 + q

)
+ sDqf +

(
s + qt
1 + q

)(
x –

s + qt
1 + q

)
.
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Since F ∈ SX([s, t],Kc), we have

H2(x) ⊇ F(x)

for all x ∈ [s, t]. By Iq-integrating this inequality with respect to x on [s, t] we have

∫ t

s
H2(x) sdI

qx

=
∫ t

s

[
F
(

s + qt
1 + q

)
+ sDqF

(
s + qt
1 + q

)(
x –

s + qt
1 + q

)]

sdI
qx

= (t – s)F
(

s + qt
1 + q

)
+ sDqF

(
s + qt
1 + q

)(∫ t

s
x sdqx – (t – s)

s + qt
1 + q

)

= (t – s)F
(

s + qt
1 + q

)
+ sDqF

(
s + qt
1 + q

)

×
(

(1 – q)(t – s)
∞∑

n=0

qn((1 – qn)s + qnt
)

– (t – s)
s + qt
1 + q

)

= (t – s)F
(

s + qt
1 + q

)
+ sDqF

(
s + qt
1 + q

)

×
(

(1 – q)(t – s)
[(

1
1 – q

–
1

1 – q2

)
s +

1
1 – q2 t

]
– (t – s)

qs + t
1 + q

)

= (t – s)F
(

s + qt
1 + q

)
+ sDqF

(
s + qt
1 + q

)(
(t – s)

qs + t
1 + q

– (t – s)
s + qt
1 + q

)

= (t – s)F
(

qs + t
1 + q

)
+ sDqF

(
s + qt
1 + q

)
(t – s)2(1 – q)

1 + q
⊇

∫ t

s
F(x) sdI

qx. (5.6)

Combining (5.6) and (5.4), we come to the following conclusion. �

Theorem 5.5 Let F : [s, t] → K+
c . If F ∈ SX([s, t],Kc) and F is Iq-differentiable on [s, t],

then

F
(

s + t
2

)
+

(1 – q)(t – s)
2(1 + q) sDqF

(
s + t

2

)
⊇ 1

t – s

∫ t

s
F(x) sdqx

⊇ qF(s) + F(t)
1 + q

. (5.7)

Proof According to the Iq-differentiability of F on [s, t], there are two tangents at the point
s+t
2 ∈ (s, t), and their equations

h–
3 (x) = f –

(
s + t

2

)
+ sDqf –

(
s + t

2

)(
x –

s + t
2

)

and

h+
3 (x) = f +

(
s + t

2

)
+ sDqf +

(
s + t

2

)(
x –

s + t
2

)
.
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Since F ∈ SX([s, t],Kc), we have

H3(x) ⊇ F(x)

for all x ∈ [s, t]. By Iq-integrating this inequality with respect to x on [s, t] we have

∫ t

s
H3(x) sdI

qx

=
∫ t

s

[
F
(

s + t
2

)
+ sDqF

(
s + t

2

)(
x –

s + t
2

)]

sdI
qx

= (t – s)F
(

s + t
2

)
+ sDqF

(
s + t

2

)(∫ t

s
x sdqx – (t – s)

s + t
2

)

= (t – s)F
(

s + t
2

)
+ sDqF

(
s + t

2

)

×
(

(1 – q)(t – s)
∞∑

n=0

qn((1 – qn)s + qnt
)

– (t – s)
s + t

2

)

= (t – s)F
(

s + t
2

)
+ sDqF

(
s + t

2

)

×
(

(1 – q)(t – s)
[(

1
1 – q

–
1

1 – q2

)
s +

1
1 – q2 t

]
– (t – s)

s + t
2

)

= (t – s)F
(

s + t
2

)
+ sDqF

(
s + t

2

)(
(t – s)

qs + t
1 + q

– (t – s)
s + t

2

)

= (t – s)F
(

s + t
2

)
+ sDqF

(
s + t

2

)
(t – s)2(1 – q)

2(1 + q)
⊇

∫ t

s
F(x) sdI

qx. (5.8)

Combining (5.8) and (5.4), we come to the following conclusion. �

Theorem 5.6 Let F : [s, t] → K+
c . If F ∈ SX([s, t],Kc) and F is Iq-differentiable on [s, t],

then

max{
1,
2,
3} ⊇ 1
t – s

∫ t

s
F(x) sdqx ⊇ qF(s) + F(t)

1 + q
, (5.9)

where


1 = F
(

qs + t
1 + q

)
,


2 = F
(

s + qt
1 + q

)
+

(1 – q)(t – s)
1 + q sDqF

(
s + qt
1 + q

)
,


3 = F
(

s + t
2

)
+

(1 – q)(t – s)
2(1 + q) sDqF

(
a + b

2

)
.

Proof Combining (5.3), (5.6), (5.8), and (5.4) proves the conclusion. �
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Example 5.7 Let F : [0, 1] → Kc be given by F(x) = [x2, –x2 + 4]. It is obvious that F(x) is
Iq-differentiable on [0, 1]. For q = 1

2 , we have

F
(

qs + t
1 + q

)
= F

(
2
3

)
=

[
4
9

,
32
9

]
,

1
t – s

∫ t

s
F(x) sdI

qx =
[∫ 1

0
x2

0dqx,
∫ 1

0

(
–x2 + 4

)
0dqx

]
=

[
4
7

,
24
7

]
,

and

qF(s) + F(t)
1 + q

=
[

2
3

,
10
3

]
.

Since
[

4
9

,
32
9

]
⊇

[
4
7

,
24
7

]
⊇

[
2
3

,
10
3

]
,

Theorem 5.3 is verified.
Since �(F(x)) = –2x2 + 4, it follows that F is �-decreasing on [0, 1]. Then by Theorem 3.5

we obtain that sDqF = [–(1 + q)x, (1 + q)x] and

F
(

s + qt
1 + q

)
+

(1 – q)(t – s)
1 + q sDqF

(
s + qt
1 + q

)
= F

(
1
3

)
+

1
3 0DqF

(
1
3

)
=

[
–

1
18

,
73
18

]
,

F
(

s + t
2

)
+

(1 – q)(t – s)
2(1 + q) sDqF

(
s + t

2

)
= F

(
1
2

)
+

1
6 0DqF

(
1
2

)
=

[
1
8

,
31
8

]
.

Since
[

–
1

18
,

73
18

]
⊇

[
4
7

,
24
7

]
⊇

[
2
3

,
10
3

]

and
[

1
8

,
31
8

]
⊇

[
4
7

,
24
7

]
⊇

[
2
3

,
10
3

]
,

Theorems 5.4 and 5.5 are verified.

6 Conclusions
In this work, we introduced the concepts of Iq-derivative and Iq-integral and dis-
cussed some basic their properties. Furthermore, we established some new Iq-Hermite–
Hadamard-type inequalities. In the field of quantum calculus and time-scale calculus, our
results are more applicable than ever. In the future, we intend to study some applications
in interval optimizations by using Iq-calculus. Meanwhile, we may apply Iq-calculus to
other fields, such as the integral inequalities and fractional calculus.

Acknowledgements
We are very grateful to the anonymous referees for several valuable and helpful comments, suggestions, and questions,
which helped us to improve the paper into the present form.



Lou et al. Advances in Difference Equations        (2020) 2020:446 Page 21 of 22

Funding
This work was supported in part by the Fundamental Research Funds for Central Universities (2019B44914), Special Soft
Science Research Projects of Technological Innovation in Hubei Province (2019ADC146), Key Projects of Educational
Commission of Hubei Province of China (D20192501), the Natural Science Foundation of Jiangsu Province (BK20180500),
and the National Key Research and Development Program of China (2018YFC1508100).

Abbreviations
Not applicable.

Availability of data and materials
Not applicable.

Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Authors’ contributions
Each of the authors contributed to each part of this study equally. All authors read and approved the final manuscript.

Author details
1College of Science, Hohai University, Nanjing, 210098, P.R. China. 2School of Mathematics and Statistics, Hubei Normal
University, Huangshi, 435002, P.R. China.

Publisher’s Note
Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

Received: 12 May 2020 Accepted: 16 August 2020

References
1. Kac, V., Cheung, P.: Quantum Calculus. Springer, New York (2002)
2. Tariboon, J., Ntouyas, S.K.: Quantum calculus on finite intervals and applications to impulsive difference equations.

Adv. Differ. Equ. 2013(1), Article ID 282 (2013)
3. Alp, N., Sarıkaya, M.Z., Kunt, M., et al.: q-Hermite Hadamard inequalities and quantum estimates for midpoint type

inequalities via convex and quasi-convex functions. J. King Saud Univ., Sci. 30(2), 193–203 (2018)
4. Ahmad, B.: Boundary-value problems for nonlinear third-order q-difference equations. Electron. J. Differ. Equ. 2011,

Article ID 94 (2011)
5. Bangerezako, G.: Variational q-calculus. J. Math. Anal. Appl. 289(2), 650–665 (2004)
6. Ernst, T.: The history of q-calculus and a new method. Department of Mathematics, Uppsala University, Sweden

(2000)
7. Gauchman, H.: Integral inequalities in q-calculus. Comput. Math. Appl. 47(2–3), 281–300 (2004)
8. Ahmad, B., Ntouyas, S.K.: Boundary value problems for q-difference inclusions. Abstr. Appl. Anal. 2011, Article ID

292860 (2011)
9. Ismail, M.E.H., Simeonov, P.: q-Difference operators for orthogonal polynomials. J. Comput. Appl. Math. 233(3),

749–761 (2009)
10. Graef, J.R., Kong, L.: Positive solutions for a class of higher-order boundary value problems with fractional

q-derivatives. Appl. Math. Comput. 218(19), 9682–9689 (2012)
11. Noor, M.A., Noor, K.I., Awan, M.U.: Some quantum estimates for Hermite–Hadamard inequalities. Appl. Math. Comput.

251, 675–679 (2015)
12. Noor, M.A., Noor, K.I., Awan, M.U.: Some quantum integral inequalities via preinvex functions. Appl. Math. Comput.

269, 242–251 (2015)
13. Sudsutad, W., Ntouyas, S.K., Tariboon, J.: Quantum integral inequalities for convex functions. J. Math. Inequal. 9(3),

781–793 (2015)
14. Brahim, K., Taf, S., Rihahi, L.: Some results for Hadamard-type inequalities in quantum calculus. Matematiche 69(2),

243–258 (2014)
15. Yu, C., Wang, J.: Existence of solutions for nonlinear second-order q-difference equations with first-order

q-derivatives. Adv. Differ. Equ. 2013(1), Article ID 124 (2013)
16. Prabseang, J., Nonlaopon, K., Tariboon, J.: Quantum Hermite–Hadamard inequalities for double integral and

q-differentiable convex functions. J. Math. Inequal. 13, 675–686 (2019)
17. Noor, M.A., Noor, K.I., Awan, M.U.: Quantum integral inequalities for generalized convex functions. In: Progress in

Approximation Theory and Applicable Complex Analysis, pp. 219–235. Springer, Cham (2017)
18. Atici, F.M., Eloe, P.W.: Fractional q-calculus on a time scale. J. Nonlinear Math. Phys. 14(3), 341–352 (2007)
19. Al-Salam, W.A.: Some fractional q-integrals and q-derivatives. Proc. Edinb. Math. Soc. 15(2), 135–140 (1966)
20. Agarwal, R.P.: Certain fractional q-integrals and q-derivatives. Proc. Camb. Philos. Soc. 66(2), 365–370 (1969)
21. Abdeljawad, T., Baleanu, D.: Caputo q-fractional initial value problems and a q-analogue Mittag-Leffler function.

Commun. Nonlinear Sci. Numer. Simul. 16(12), 4682–4688 (2011)
22. Abdeljawad, T., Alzabut, J., Baleanu, D.: A generalized q-fractional Gronwall inequality and its applications to nonlinear

delay q-fractional difference systems. J. Inequal. Appl. 2016(1), Article ID 240 (2016)
23. Moore, R.E.: Interval Analysis. Prentice-Hall, Englewood Cliffs (1966)
24. Stefanini, L., Bede, B.: Generalized Hukuhara differentiability of interval-valued functions and interval differential

equations. Nonlinear Anal., Theory Methods Appl. 71(3–4), 1311–1328 (2009)
25. Lupulescu, V.: Fractional calculus for interval-valued functions. Fuzzy Sets Syst. 265, 63–85 (2015)



Lou et al. Advances in Difference Equations        (2020) 2020:446 Page 22 of 22

26. Chalco-Cano, Y., Maqui-Huamán, G.G., Silva, G.N., et al.: Algebra of generalized Hukuhara differentiable interval-valued
functions: review and new properties. Fuzzy Sets Syst. 375, 53–69 (2019)

27. Malinowski, M.T.: Interval Cauchy problem with a second type Hukuhara derivative. Inf. Sci. 213, 94–105 (2012)
28. Osuna-Gómez, R., Chalco-Cano, Y., Hernández-Jiménez, B., et al.: Optimality conditions for generalized differentiable

interval-valued functions. Inf. Sci. 321, 136–146 (2015)
29. Van Hoa, N., Lupulescu, V., O’Regan, D.: Solving interval-valued fractional initial value problems under Caputo

gH-fractional differentiability. Fuzzy Sets Syst. 309, 1–34 (2017)
30. Costa, T.M., Román-Flores, H., Chalco-Cano, Y.: Opial-type inequalities for interval-valued functions. Fuzzy Sets Syst.

358, 48–63 (2019)
31. Zhao, D.F., An, T.Q., Ye, G.J., Liu, W.: New Jensen and Hermite–Hadamard type inequalities for h-convex interval-valued

functions. J. Inequal. Appl. 2018(1), Article ID 302 (2018)
32. Román-Flores, H., Chalco-Cano, Y., Lodwick, W.A.: Some integral inequalities for interval-valued functions. Comput.

Appl. Math. 37(2), 1306–1318 (2018)
33. Costa, T.M.: Jensen’s inequality type integral for fuzzy-interval-valued functions. Fuzzy Sets Syst. 327, 31–47 (2017)
34. Bohner, M., Peterson, A.: Dynamic Equations on Time Scales: An Introduction with Applications. Springer, Berlin

(2001)
35. Bohner, M., Peterson, A.: Advances in Dynamic Equations on Time Scales. Springer, Berlin (2002)
36. Stefanini, L.: A generalization of Hukuhara difference and division for interval and fuzzy arithmetic. Fuzzy Sets Syst.

161(11), 1564–1584 (2010)
37. Debreu, G.: Integration of correspondences. In: Proc. Fifth Berkeley Sympos. on Math. Statist. and Probability, Vol. II,

Part I, pp. 351–372 (1966)
38. Markov, S.: Calculus for interval functions of a real variable. Computing 22(4), 325–337 (1979)


	Iq-Calculus and Iq-Hermite-Hadamard inequalities for interval-valued functions
	Abstract
	MSC
	Keywords

	Introduction
	Preliminaries
	Iq-Derivative for interval-valued functions
	Iq-Integral for interval-valued functions
	Iq-Hermite-Hadamard inequalities for interval-valued functions
	Conclusions
	Acknowledgements
	Funding
	Abbreviations
	Availability of data and materials
	Competing interests
	Authors' contributions
	Author details
	Publisher's Note
	References


